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arrying the uprooted trunks from Al-Midya lands
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Testifying documents during Jordanian rule, 1951-55
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Testifying documents during Jordanian rule, according to 1957-58 registrations
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Excerpts from a press publication on the aggression against Al-Midya trees:
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By JOEL GREENBERG
Jerusalem Post Reporter
Villagers from Midiya in the West
Bank demonstrated yesterday in
front of the Prime Minister's Office
to protest against the uprooting of
olive and fruit trees in and around
their village two weeks. ago. The
villagers, who say 3,300 trees were
bulldozed and ¢ut down, stood be-
hind two large uprooted olive-tree
trunks they had brought to refute
claims by the Isracl Lands Adminis-
tration that only four- and five-year-
old trees had been uprooted.
The administration says the trees

¥ ; : d /el

were illegally planted on state land,
though villagers have argued that the
lands wm;tered in their names.

Signs: carried by the demonstrators
said trees as old as 60 years had been
pulled out from land which had been

cultivated by villagers for genera- -

tions. Other signs demanded that
those responsible for the uprooting
operation be brought to justice, and
that the cultivated areas be returned
for use by the villagers.

Nuri el-Ugbi, who has repre-
sented the villagers and also chairs
the Committee for Defence of Be-

o R ol s =,

other demonstrators opposite the Prime Minister’s Office. On hand were Citizens Rights
Movement protesters demanding an investigation into the Shin Bet affair; Beduin demanding

' housing; and ultra-Orthodox protesters against the Mormon Brigham Young study centre.

* (Isaac Harari)

Villagers bring olive-tree trunks
to demonstration at PM’s office

with Agriculture Minister Arye
Nehamkin and submitted a letter
asking him to visit the demonstra-
tors. He received no reply.

- One elderly villager, Yousef Mus-
tafa, who lost some 800 trees and was
the hardest hit by the uprooting
operation, was overcome by emo-
tion and fainted. He was takea to
bospital by ambulance.

Villagers later resisted police
efforts to remove the tree trunks,
climbing onto the trees and clinging
to them. After further negotiations
with police at the scene, the villagers
were lifted from the trees by police,
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- )/ nsive details of the event of attack on olive trees in

Midya village).

PREPARED BY: SPONSOR + STATISTICS
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INTRODUCTION

Land Confiscation is an Unchangable Policy.

Since the founding of Israel in 1948, the consecutive Israeli
government followed the Policy of confiscating Arab land and
expelling its owners and, thus, converting them to refugees either
inside the country or abroad.

In 1951, I wdas nine years old when my tribc, Bani ‘Ugba
tribe located in ‘Araqib area, was exposed, similar to other tribes,
to expulsion from their land and residence in Bir Saba’ and Naqab
districts.

The military authorities used different provocative and
terrorist measures against the members of the tirbe and promised
to allow them to come back to their land after six months when
the military finish their training in the area.

Through this supressing policy, the members of my tribe
were scatered and lost their only source of living. Some of them
went to work in the slave market as builders and farmers for Jews.
Many of them left the country to Jorden looking for a safe place
to live in.

A similar thing happened to all Arab villages and cities as
what took place to the beduin tribes in the Naqab. The policy of
expulsion and land confiscation is consistant and never changes in
Israel, on the contrary, it is becoming stronger day after day. The
Israeli government achieved its aim through the military government

and the military orders and laws.



The Israeli Knesset issued regulations to justify thi Policy,
Thus, the Arab resident in Israel and in the Occupied Territorjg,
that were occupied in 1967, is always fighting bravely in order ¢,
face this policy and to safe their right in thier land and to continye
living on it.

The story of Midya village is one of a hundred repetatiy,
stories of Arab villages, sites and land that are confiscated and
their owners are expelled. Every day, there is a new family that is

expelled and denied all its natural freedom as citizens living in

their country.




Location and acreage:

~The village of Al-Midya is located 15 kilometers to the east of Lod (Lydda).
Before 1948 it was part of the Lod district.

It is located 33 kilometers to the west of Ramallah. After 1948 it became part
of the Ramallah district and so it remains.

—-According to surveys made during the British Mandate, the land area of
Al-Midya measured 29,7000 dunums (7425 acres). During the occupation in
1949 and the establishment of the state of Israel, the village lost 23,450 dunums
of its land located to the west. This represented 79% of its original land.

~Israel claims that there is a so-called ‘no-mansland‘ along the east of the
re-1967 borders. This area is about 2500 dunums or 625 acres.

Al-Midya: Table of Changes
Area during the Mandate: 29,700 dunums 100 percent
Area occupied in 1948: 23,450 dunums 79 percent
Area remaining: 2500 dunums 8 percent
‘no-mans-land* 3750 dunums 13 percent

Total in the hands of residents 6250 dunums 2] percent

e .



illustrates the distribution ratios of Al'Midya

- di . | .
mlﬁﬁe occupation in 1948 until 1987:

/

Lands occupied in 1948

313  Lands claimed by Irael o be no-mans and

Lands left in the hands of the village residents.




Number of inhabitants:
-Al-Midya has not had an accurate census since the time of the British,
particularly in regard to the number of emigrants after the occupation of 1948
and after the occupation of the West Bank in 1967 so that the figures must be
estimated.

-The number of Al-Midya residents after 1948 is estimated to have been 450
Jersons.

~The number of residents after the 1967 occupation (those that stayed in the
village) is estimated to be 380 persons.

~The present number of residents (1987) is about 600 persons.

-The number of emigrants during the two occupations is estimated at 1500
persons.

-This means that the number of residents and former residents abroad is about
2100 persons.

~There are two main families in Al-Midya, the family of Sadqga and the family of
Suleiman.

~The number of family households in the village is 88.
~The family size averages 6 to 7 persons.

-Of the village residents, 54 percent are able to work. Their ages range from 15
to 65 years. Their number is about 324 persons

-Of these, 50 persons work in Israel.

~The rest of the village work force is employed in the West Bank and are
agricultural workers. :

~Of the 15.4 % of the work force employed in Israel, the average wage is around
NIS 300 monthly (JD 70,US $ 200).

Agricultural Resources:

~The residents of Al-Midya depend mainly on agriculfure which constitutes 80%
of their means of livelilhood and income. Al-Midya is well known for its
orchards, particularly olives, almonds, grapes and figs. It is also known for its
winter crops like wheat, barley, and corn.

~Agriculture depends totally on winter rains for lack of irrigation facilities.
~Concerning livestock resources, the village residents depend on stockbreeding.

Livestock is estimated at 400 sheep, 20 cows, and about 500 poultry, all divided
into four small farms.




~Commercial services: 'I}u'earetwomllgmca'ysta'es,eadmonmet}mmﬁ
qmmete&TheyaremcapaHeofsupﬂyimﬂlevﬂlagasMﬂlmnmry
commodities. The village residents must therefore depend on the village (f
Ni'leen which is three and a half kilometers away and on cities like Ramallah ang
Jerusalem for their marketing.

~Educational situation: There is an mixed elementary school in the village that
teaches pupils until the fourth primary class. The number of pupils in the schoo]
during the educational year 1986-87 was 69. The floar space of the classes is 27.5
square meters. There are only two teachers in the school. The total area of the
school is 150 square meters, including the sanitary installations which consist of
only three toilets. There is no library ar playground nor any other equipment
available in the school. The school is controlled by the Department of Education
in Ramallah. The pupils continue their education in the village of Ni'leen. No
means of transportation is availahle to them. They go and come back on foot.
There is no kindergarten in the village despite the fact that there are about 40
children between 4-6 years of age.

~Health Services: There is no medical dlinic in the village, not even a private one.
The dosest dinic is the one in Ni'leen which is run by the health department.
The closest hospital is the Ramallah Government Hospital 33 kilometers away.
The nearest pharmacy to the village is also in Ramallah.

Roads and Transportation: The main street of the village is about three and a
half kilometers long. It links the village with Ni'leen. It was paved in 1964 and
hasn’t been repaired since that time. It is now in very bad shape. Except for a
few private cars, there is no means of transpartation into ar out of the village.
Neither a post office nor telephones are availahle.

~Electricity: There are small old generators which function far a few hours only
in the first part of the night. They are obviously insufficient for village needs.
There is a project underway now to link the village with the Jerusalem
~Water: Until 1965 the residents depended on winter rain which is stared in
underground wells to cover their needs and the needs of their livestock. In 1965,
water pipes were extended from the Shebtin cistern to the village. This cistern
alpamiesﬂxem@bairgvﬂ]ges.%is;mject,howm,dﬁmtnnetﬂn
residents’ needs. They remained dependent on rain water. In 1967, a larger water
network was connected to the village with the help of Catholic Relief Services.
The water network is controlled by the Water Autharity in Bet-El. No irrigation
water is available at all.

—Social and Cooperative Activities: These are totally lacking in the village. There
are not even sparts clubs or charitable socistisg available,
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Cases of land confiscation in the village:

Dafe Location Area Dunurms ~ Trees Chopped
— -—
1982 East Al-Minttar 300 200
Ay, 1986  South East Al-Mishah (x) 15
Jupe, 1986 South, West, North  Al-Kurum 1100 3285
Um-Alshareha
Al-Rudum
Shaab
Al-Kharoubeh
Jurat Samarah
Al-Bayadah

(%) This part of the land is included in the 1100 dunums recently vandalized and
threatened with confiscation on the pretext that it is state-owned.

UPROOTING OLIVE TREES IN AL-MIDYA VILLAGE:

On the morning of June 19, 1986, the residents of the calm and peaceful village of
Al-Midya were surprised by the Israeli army, border police, the so-called Green Patrol,
and employees of the Land of Israel. The forces attacked the village, closing its entrances
and imposing a siege around it. Meanwhile, the bulldozers they brought with them started
to uproot olive trees and load them on trucks to be carried away. The savage operation
was carried out without previous notice except for an unofficial one which was
hand-written and given by a Green Patrol official to the farmer, Yusef Mustafa Radi. It
was addressed only to him, ordering him to uproot his trees on his own before August 1,
1985 lest the bulldozers do the job for him.

Feeling the trememdous oppression inflicted upon them, the villagers came out of their
houses in an effort to stop the bulldozers. The army forces started shooting and tossing
tear gas and smoke bombs at them. They slapped a curfew on the village in order to allow
the aggressors to carry out their savage operation. On that black morning, they were able
to uproot 3285 olive trees and to carry them to remote areas for re-planting.

That morning, just before I left home, the Mukhtar of Al-Midya, accompenied by a
number of villagers, came to inform me what was going on in their village. We agreed that
sone of us would go to Ramallah to inform a lawyer while the others would return to
Al-Midya. I was among those who went back to the village. There I witnessed sights which
violated human conscience. The authorities actually seemed happy and proud as they
uprooted the trees and changed the topography of the land in the presence of heavily
armed soldiers.




A case of arbitrary detention:

I was provoked while watching the uprooting of _theohveu'eeswlndlmelqakd .
fruit. The owners were watching through thexr\«nndorwsaft&’.l‘thﬁecl.trfe'wwasmmaliI
was 0 deeply moved that I found myself standing in front of one ofﬂle.hﬂkbm_m
driver stopped just before hitting me. The authorities and borderpohoe all Bathen
around me while I was shouting, "Why are you doing this? This is a temihble
unimaginable crime! This is illegal madness!” Moments later, a border policeng,
ap;romhednnmdpuuh(xlmewtofﬂ\ewayot'themllcbza'.Heden'arxjedmy
IdentityCardandinfonmdm:matIwaswﬂemest.Heﬂmorda'edmeintohjsje@
in which he was roving the area. He then spoke to an army officer and handed me over
him. The officer was lame and wore a knitted red skull cap of the Jewish religious peopje
on his head. He was full of hatred. He pushed me violently into the military vehicle ang
started to drive from one place to another. Some time later I was ordered to get out of hjs
car and to get into another border police car. Moving me from the army vehicle to the
border police car was repeated several times. At last they decided that the army would
take care of my detention. So the soldiers moved me to an area of the woods to the weg
of the village. There the civil police who were present in large numbers detained me.

There I found also detained two youths from the village as well as the daughter of the
village Mukhtar. The two youths had their hands tied with a plastic rope. The policemen,
however, did not find anything to tie my hands with.

The time was approaching 1:00 pm. The policemen whispered to each other, then decided
to put us in a cell-car. It was terribly hot, and the car was standing under the sun. Inside
the car, we were nearly suffocating. We asked them to let us out but to no avail. Then we
asked them to move us under the trees but again to no avail. We then knew that the
policemen were ignoring us in order to have their lunch. After they had finished, they
offered us some lunch but we refused it. The girl, who remained outside the cell-car, alo
refused the offer of lunch.

The time was now nearly 4:00 pm when a high-ranking civil police officer arrived. He
asked the policeman in charge about us, and the policeman said, "’These are two detainess
from the village of Al-Midya, but the third,” pointing at me, ”is an inciter.”] was taken
out of the car after the two other youths and had my hands cuffed with shackles. Thenl
was transferred to the Ramallah police station. There I was informed that the charge
against me was trespassing on a military area under curfew and inciting the villagers to

resist the security men.

After 1 gave my testimony, in which I described how I stood in the way of the bulldozer
which was uprooting the olive trees and what happened after that, I was transferred to
the Russian Compound police headquarters in Jerusalem. There I was put in the section
of political prisoners. I remained there for 96 hours without interrogation.

I was then released and the policeman wanted me to sign some papers. I told him I had
not committed any crime, I had just stood in the way of a bulldozer which was uprooting
olive trees. He answered me that I was lucky for if he had been there, he would have shot
me.

That was not the first attack to have taken place. Several other attempts had been made
before to seize the village lands. The Israeli authaorities led an attack in the winter of 1982

8



against 8 300-dunum area to the east of the village and owned by the villagers. The area
was bulldozed for the purpose .of building new roads. More ﬂlak;y 200 olive and almond
trees were uprooted at that time. The land was confiscated for yet another Jewish
settlement on Arab land, to add to the group of settlements that were already established
near the village.

At the beginning of 1986, the land of Yousef Mustafa Radi was vandalized. Fifteen olive
trees were uprooted from his land during the night. Radi filed a complaint with the police
h}Ramallah. He accused the so-called Green Patrol of committing the crime.

Using force and violence against Arab residents is considered legal by the authorities.
Their goal is to strip the Arabs of their homes and to empty theland. The Israeli Ministry
of Agriculture that day in June, 1986, had recruited large army forces, border police,
Green Patrols, workers, bulldozersand equipment~not for the sake of reclaiming the land
for the benefit of its owners, but rather for the sake of perpetrating a savage aggression by
uprooting thousands of olive trees from the lands of Al-Midya, a peaceful village located

on the West Bank of the river Jordan along the pre-1967 borders between Israel and
Jordan.

Facts of ownership

The Israeli Ministry untruthfully alleges that it uprooted the trees because the villagers
planted the olive trees only four or five years ago on what theycall state land. The
well-known and certain fact is, however, different. Al-Midya residents have been planting
their land since before 1948 to this day. The land, located to the East of Wadi Al-Mallaki
within the West Bank, has been planted with olive trees which are tens and hundreds of
years old. The authorities have uprooted them wrongfully and unjustly. Israel planted the
land located to the West of the Al-Mallaki in 1948 and 1967. Until today, there are still
some olive trees left in that area. The Israeli authorities also uprooted the trees from the
plain located within Israeli borders which could be used for winter and summer
agriculture.
Israeli allegations that the villagers of Al-Midya have planted state land with olive
trees four or five years ago is quite untrue. The question is: if the trees are
planted in state land, why then does the state uproot these trees? Why does it
use all means of force and violence against peaceful residents if it really owns
that land and observes the law as it alleges? How do the authorities explain the
big difference between the Eastern part of Wadi Al-Mallaki where the village is
located and the Western part after the elapse of forty years?

Woods were planted by Israel from the West to the Wadi, while in the East of the
Wadi there are orchards of olive and other trees and fields used for winter and
summer planting owned by the villagers of Al-Midya. Licensed houses were also
built after the Israeli occupation of 1967. This proves that the area is part of the
land which was occupied in 1967. What also proves that, is the existing maps
which were issued when the Israeli-Jordanian truce was implemented.

After uprooting thousands of o]iven'e&swhidlbelongedto22farmli§inthe
vﬂ]ageofAlMidya(seeﬂxeﬁstoft}mewhowa'eaffected),ﬂlevﬂlagas,
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peace-loving groups, and Arab and Jewish supporters of human rights started 5
protest campaign to disclose and refute the allegations made by the authorities
and to condemn the savage operation. The village was visited by many solidarity
delegations, and hundreds of visitors saw with ther own eyes the signs of
vandalism.

The issue was placed for wrgent discussion on the Knesset agenda by the
progressive list, the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality, and the Mapam
party. The Israeli Minister of Agriculture, Arick Nahamkin of the coalition
party, requested to have it omitted from the agenda, and that was done after
voting on his proposal. All the Zionist parties in power, the coalition and the
Likud, refused to cancel the issue. The Knesset even refused to transfer the issue
for discussion to one of its committees. Knesset member, Maier Avedov of the
Likud, had boasted that he knew the Arabs very well, saying that ‘ They must
have brought these old trees from somewhere else and replanted them in state
land so that they can claim ownership of the land.“

One definite proof was ignored-that is, a photograph which was made of the
area in 1925 in which olive trees can be seen in that land owned by the villagers,
the holders of rights since ancient times. Avidov also tried with his allegations to
justify the action of the authorities in their plundering the land in order to allow
the Keren Kayemet people to replant the stolen trees inside Israel. Some trees
which belonged to the villagers of Qatannah have been replanted in Bir Al-Sabei
(Birsheva). Now Al-Midya trees are planted in Bet Shemesh, Lod, around the
Ramlah prison, and on the way between Ramat Gan and Betah-Tekva.

The villagers’ response to the up-rooting of their trees

The authorities’ workers were unable to carry away all the uprooted trees that
day. Tens of trees were put into piles to be moved later. Hundreds of residents
and some media people were able to see them, particularly on June 26 1986
when during a visit arranged for them they were briefed by the local committee
on what had happened. The committee was established in order to lead the
struggle to preserve what was left of the village land and to demand an end to
the uprooting as well as for full compensation for all those suffering losses. Black
banners were hoisted at the entrances of the village and on every house as an
expression of anger and sadness.

On the morning of June 29, the committee members demonstrated in front of
the Israeli Premier’s office. The demonstrators brought with them three big tree
trunks left behind by the bulldozers. Several slogans were lifted. Among them:

- Stop the barbaric actions and uprooting of trees.

- We refuse the allegations of the authorities that our land is owned by Israel.

- We have inherited our lands from our fathers and forefathers.

- Olive trees are the main source of livelihood for the villagers of Al-Midya.

On the trunks of the uprooted trees, slogans like the following were written: -

You have uprooted 3300 trees, olive trees like me in Al-Midya village. Look at

my trunk; I am more than 60 years old.

The aim was to disclose and refute the lies of the Israeli authorities which alleged
10



that the uprooted olive trees were planted only four or fi
ok iy y or five years before on the

Trucks carrying the trunks were hrought to the scene and unloaded before the
police arrived. A short time later the police came and demanded that the
demonstrators remove the trunks, but the demonstrators refused. An argument
took place between the police and the representatives of Al-Midya. Farmer
Yousef Mustafa Radi, age 8l, passed out and was taken to the hospital for
treatment. One man was served with papers to bring him to trial next November.
He was charged with putting the olive trunks there without official permission
from the municipality. The committee members tried to meet with the Israeli
Minister of Agriculture in order to elaborate the case for him, but they never got
an answer to their request. A few hours later the police decided to remove the
trunks and brought trucks for that purpose. The trunks were taken to an
unknown place despite the villagers’ strong objection.

On Wednesday, June 29, the village representatives transferred again their olive
tree trunks and put them in front of the Agriculture Minister’s office in Tel Aviv,
he being the person primarily responsible for their uprooting in Al-Midya and
other Arab villages on the West Bank, the Galilee and the Nagab, and in every
other place where Arab crops are subjected to vandalism.

It was midnight on the night of June 24 when a truck parked in front of the
Minister’s office to unload three big trunks which the occupation bulldozers had
uprooted. On the following morning banners expressing indignation and protest
covered a good part of the ministry entrance. Slogans demanded that the whole
truth about the uprooting be disclosed. The Minister arrived at his office that
moring without paying the least attention to what was going on around him.
He looked as if his one intact eye had become as blind as the other. His deputy,
Torahim Katzi Oz, also from the coalition party, stood for a moment and when
he saw me among the people, he asked, *Aren’t you shy? I answered him, ‘why
should I be shy? Did I commit a crime? The ones who should be shy are you
who uprooted the fruitful trees.” He said, "Why do you care? It it is not your
land nor are they your trees.” I answered, ”You have plunderd my land in the
past and there is no difference betwen my land and the land of Al-Midya

villagers.”

After the olive trees were uprooted, I had a chance to meet with one of the
Green Patrol staff called, 'Officer Cohen.” He was the man who had handed
Yousef Mustafa the unofficial order to uproot his trees by himself. I asked him
where the trees were now replanted. He said that he did not know and they had
simply handed them over to the Karen Kayemet. When I asked if this is the way
that the Green Patrol deals with property that doesn't belong to them, his
unbelievable justification was that they hadn’t charged for the trees! (The Keren
Kayemet is a quasi-official Zionist institution. Thus we see how one hand of
authority fills its other hand by violating Arabs’ rights and stealing from them
their means of livihood.)

11




Statistics on village losses
Table of up-rooted olive trees, distributed according to ‘Age’ groups.

Income Total
Age group Number of Percentage Average annual TOTAI ﬁ.omoeﬁﬂw& value of uprooted trees
Trees income income iod

per tree (in JD's) last year (1986) ~ over twenty-year peri

------




The diagram illustrates the ratio of uprooted trees according to their age, 1986

Uprooted trees total 3285.
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The diagram illustrates the increasing value of olive trees in relation to their

increasing age, 1986.
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- The previous table indicates that:

1-  About 25.7 percent of the trees uprooted were planted before 1967.

2-  About 54.9 percent of the uprooted trees were more than 10 years old.

3-  This refutes the allegations of the Guardian of state property and of the
Green Patrols that the trees were planted 4 - 5 years before. The number
of trees which are less than five years old do not exceed 23.7 percent of
the uprooted trees.

4-  'The total annual income from the uprooted trees is estimated at 81,300
dJordanian Dinars, continuously increasing since the longer the tree lives
the more income it provides.

5-  The total value of the losses as a result of the uprooting is about JD
1,626,000 ($5 millions).

6-  The increase in unemployment in the village as a result of losing work
opportunities:

= Each tree needs two days of labor every year.

- The daily labor wage in the olive orchards is about JD6.

— 3285 trees x 2 labor days = 6570 labor days/ = 262.8 labor months
(A labor month equals 25 days).

—  So, the uprootred trees needed 22 fulltime workers each year.

—  Such work opportunites are lost.

—  'The revenues of working on the uprooted trees per year is about
J.D 39,420. This amount is to be added to the annual losses.

Acgnrdingtoareportmdebyanexpa'twmholdsam.m
agricultural economics, the villagers’ losses as a result of the uprooting of
3285 olive trees could be estimated at five million dollars.
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List of farmers inflicteq With losses .y
) eeSuDrOOfed

1- Abdel Aafeth Mustafa Yousef ~—____

5 Yousef Mustafa Radi 700u220m~

3 Jsmaiel Mustafa Diad ———_ 390 trees

4 Muhammad Al-Abed Mahmond Sadgah —__ 9,

5 Inheritors of Haj Yousef Sleiman Zeidan —___ 258 o
6 Hussein Abed Diab Suleiman ———_ 144 groes. T
7- Muhammed Hussein Sadgah ——— 135 trees,

8 Mustafa Muhammed Mustafa Suleiman — 110 trpes

9 Yousef Mahmoud Ali Sadgah 110 trees
10- Hussein El- Abed Sadgah 10 trees.
11- Shaker Muhammed Jaser ——— 90 trees.

12- Haman Abdallah Hamoudeh 70 trees.

13- Mustafa Mahmoud Hussein Mahmoud ——— 50 trees,
14-Inheritors of Mahmoud Awad Awad ——— 40 trees.
15-Rashad Muhamed Abdallah Hamoud 40 trees.
16-Tsmaiel Muhammed Odeh 20 trees.

17 -Jamil Hasan Suleiman 20 trees.

18 - Inheritors of Abdel Hamid Saleh 14 trees.

19 - Muhamed Hussein Mahmoud Suleiman ——— 12 trees.
920 - Diab Odeh Sadqah - 10 trees.

21 -Hassan Hamoud Muhamed Sedga ———— 7 trees.

22 - Fawzieh Hussni Muhammed 3 trees.

3285

Total
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